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21tho the trial of the PORL leadors in Bnroolonn eormoncod the llth of Ogtobor the
gensorship of tho Spanmish govornmont did not allow tho Siprmish press tu publich ome
singlo line of the procoodings untill Oetobar Z5th,

The contimcue flow of proteets scut to the gpmish suthoritios by workors organd ane=
tions, politienl partios, lntoloctunls, 1nwyors, nad woll knovm poersonalitios from all
over the world have undoubtedly influonced tLhe povormmont docisions and obliged it to
gchango ite tnotics.

1n spito of the gront sCorecy in which the trial took place (only about RC persons
wero alluged in tho court room gngh dng) ths nows soon pprond smong theo workars and”
¥RE e vorront nnd politiont circlos of Bareslona. The dofonce of the POULI was volced
by workers in thoir Trade Unicn meotinges by forelign novepapor mon such ng Scheflo,
Guodish delogato to the S5.1.4. Gongroes in Barecalonng and by a daily Bulletin mablish~
ad by the POUN =nd distributod 10 411 workers -nd politienl organizativns.

vlo hiave gnthered hore thc roports published in the Spanish press, wspocinlly that of
the C.N.T., with sume additional explanatory notee which will bo useful in undorstand-
ing md ovaluating thc cvemts thit are taking place in Spain to=day.
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777 .08, TRIAL IF  BARCEIONA.

The Trial of Some of the embers of the P.O.U.Y.
THE PROSTCUTION DEMANDS FIVE 30-YDAR SUNTENCES AND OFE of 15 YEARS
Charges are dropped against Jose M. Escuder

The trisl of the amccused members of the PO’ was held in the court room
of the Tribunsl for Espionucge snd High Tresson. The trisl lested 12 days,

The Fresiding Judge was Mr. Portel, the Prosecuting Attorney, lir. Gomis
and the lawyer for the Defence wsas ™r. Rodriguez Revilla.

The asccused are Gorkin, Andrade, Adroher, Rebull, Jorge AE&EEEJ Escuder
und Bonet, e Srchchotsabior

imong the witnesses for the prosecution spd for the defence ure, the Sub-
Secretary of the Lend Army, Col. Cordon; the Commissar of the XII Corps
of the army, Virgilio Llonos; former Governor of Aregon, Jose Ignuolo
vantecon; the writer Ceser Falcon; the Direcgor of the Redio Assoclation
of Cetalonis, Mr. Gurrige; the Sub-Secrctary of the President of the Ge-
nerelity, lertin Rouret; thc former Minister of the Intorior, now Genersl
Seeretury of Dofcnece, Mr. Julisn Zugezagoltin; the former Prime Minlster,
¥Mr. Prancisco Largo Cabsllero; the former *"inisters, Angel Galarze (Inte-
rior), Yenuel Irujo (Justice), Fedorica lMontseny (Public Health); the
former Ambassador to Paris, !'r. Luis Araquistain; end the Présldent of the
Court of Barcelonas end of the Court of Appeasls of Catalonia, lMr. Andreu
Abello.

The Attorney Genersl has sollicited a sentence of 30 years of lsolatlon
for Gorkin, hindrede, Adroher, Arquer, snd Bonet; 15 years for Rebdll, and
scquittal for Escuder who hes been released.

The lawyer for the Defence, in a detailed report which lasted five hours,
has sollicited the acquittal for =11 the accused.

The verdict will be given within two or three days.
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From "Solidaridad Obrera™, October 26, 193B.

THE TRIAL OF THE P.0.U.'. LEADERS

Well Enown Personalities Appear as Witnesses, Among them the Chief of the
High Command Gordon Garecis; the Former "inisters PFederica lontseny, Largo
Caballero, Irujo and Galarza.

THE ACCUSED ARE RBCOGNIZED AS SINCERE ANTIFASCISTS OF GOOD STANDING

Antonio Gordon Garecia - Chief of tke High Command, answering the questlons
af the prosecutor, states that the 29th Division was entirely under the
control of the PO and that clandestine and faseist literature(demone-
trated by their contenta) wes freely distributed. He sdds thet all #his

material, together with other documents, was sent to Defence Miniator, Mr,
Frieto
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The 20 Trial In Barcclana. Page 8. .ﬂ

He seys there were n» eintacts between the PO und the High Command. He .
states that the 29th Division left the front during the May eventas; that

it set up 1ts own enntrol und thus eondangered that pert of the front which

it held. He suys thut the High Commend contimuslly received threats against
the lives of some 3f the militery hends.

Answering the lawyer for tho Defence he syas that he lcarned all this in
June and July when he was eppointed t- the Tasgtern Front snd he specifies
thet the threats were made by the provisional heed »f the £9th Division.

Jose Luis Coelho de Tortugal -0f the Stetistles Depurtment »f the Defense
Ministry, states thet he did not sec the plen found in the fuselst organi-
zetion 4n Madrid; thet the plen wos deciphered by the Cipher Depertment of
the Defense "inistry, snd thut they used the same onde ss for the reports
coming from the Buletriec Islands.

Virgilio Llsnos Artete - suid thet he wes appointed Commissar by General
Pozae; thut the PO, thru its 29th Division influenced, in & subtle way,
meny FAI militie; thut the PO controlled the Division, He sdds that on
ey Oth the 88th Division rebelled an_%oinnd the 289th Division (in the
abgance o e Lommander o ne ; thut Uogether they went to bBlnefar
where Vivencos found them studying pluns to copture Leridn, The uagfhre
of Huesca seemed to ther & much eusier task {?f « He adds thsa € ,
Divislon neglected Its sectlion of the front; thot the fortificutions were .
oniy strorg 1in uppearance but reslly wesk, thut they were in no condition I
to resist the sligthest z2ttuck by the enemy. FHe says there was & "non sgree=
ssion peet™ with the foseists und thut the 29th Divigion fruternized with
them pussing from trench to trench. This, hc says, 1s corroborsted by the
declarations of fuseist prisoners, sudn besides, thut they hed contscts with
them. He edds that he informed the “inister of Defence of all these fuects,

Fe contlinues seying thut on & certain occusion » Commissar weg sent to the
«9th Division; thet he subsequently reported fully on &1l the happenlings,
especlally concerning sn order received by the 29th Divialon to "open the
way to the enemy". The following day this Commissnr was found deed, no
doudbt killed by members of the 29th Divisicnbecsuse, he seys,during those
doys there was not o sihgle shot fired in the course of b.ttle. He declares
thut the mctions of the 29th Division heave been fivorsble to Franco und
Mussolini; thet becuuse the Division wes so well equipped us to clothes end
shoee they were called "the Queen's Cedete™; thot once in Bincfur they ga=
thered togethor a lerge quentity of urms huving mede them preoviously dises
ppear from the front.

T o

The witness stutes thet he was not &t thut front in l'ay und adds that Vi- l
veancos informed him of £1l1 he hus just declored, ‘

Llenos continues seying thst when he went to the Eastern Front he wes werned
to differentiste between the PO und the CNT-FAI militie as the latter

were very honest; thet =211 the POUM militis were indiseiplined, so much s0
thet when s Commissar wes srrested, = screesnt tried to mutiny san entlire
brigade the seme night; thet =11 its sctions were of a conspliratory charao=
tﬁiilﬁ?& that untill the very moment of its dissolution there were scts of
rabellion,

Joequin Roes Mir {9n trisl for csplonsge, hie cusec is pending) ststes thet
he entercd the esplonuge service of Dalmau-Riers of Perpignan. He sant ell
militsry informution to Riera, One day they took him = letter for Riecgreand

left him & velise to be picked up the @
police uppeared. He seid they kept him without : e

vwias coerced by the police to co e _saya%
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BOUM Triasl In Barcolons, Puge 3,

e HAS RETRACTED by his decolaration before the Judge
8 letler rectl

(2] -
d in a 3 ng - 82 testimo that he had any realtions
ish tke POUN ard uddcd thet he 91d not know any POUN. people.

T the vellse werc found doocuments with pluns for menufecturing & bomb. On

tcem was written "Central Committee of the POUM". There were other ol-
phiered cocuments which revesled thut secret groups of the POUM were pre-
pering en attompt ageinst Prieto's life. He said thut he did not know the
mer that took him the letter and the valise.

Vertin Jeuret -Sub Secretary of the Government of the Generality tekes the
stangd,

The prosecutor reads a revort of a telphore conversation which Rouret is
sald to beve bheld with Llopis in Velenecla after the ¥ay events, in which

he seld thut the POUM people were provocateurs, Rouret denies that he held
£ tciphone conversetion with Ilopis on that matter or st the time stated.
He odds thet according to his oplaion, the police forece and their actions
58 regards the Telephone Puilding incident, provoknd the YAy evonts. He
saye that he Know noShing of The BLBOters thef 15 supposed Lo huve taken
place theore,

lgnaclio Mertecon ( Former Zoverner of Aragon) Commissar, saeys that he was
not &t tre Aregon front during the oy evonts =nd thet he has no first-
Lhund knowledge nf the affulr of the 89th Division, but a U e

Wio & NON A?%.”W“WIWHW“‘WTWAUJTE He state s that
When the 89th Division left the “ront for Binefur it carried out n series
of atrocitlies and orimes even ngeinst leftist people; thaet its atti tude
Wwes one of digsobedience; thuit it refused to help other Divisions; tlaat its
propegunds was provoking. To ndde thet the 29th Division was entirely

under The Inilaenoc ox the Zxcoutive Committer of the DO,

Lluis Araguistein -Pormcr Amabusscdor to Yarls, says thet he nevoer sew
Gorkir in the Paris Embssay altho meny of the delugotes of the politieal
and workers' orgenizationrs had visited it. He suys he knows some of the
gcouped end thelr anti-feselst sctivities, I expluing thut he thirks
“aey ure sccused ol politicel anteponisms rather then sasoeistions with
the rasboele.

A lettar from Araquistein to Nin is roesd. arsgqulstelin ssys thot he wrote
i% in reference to literary work thet Nin did for the publlishing conceXxn
"Espefic". This concern wes directed oy Hegrin, Alverez del Vayo, Araquis-
tein and Nin.

PRANCISCO LARCO CiRALLERO.

Answering the lawyer for the Tofence Cuballuro gtetes thot the Yay event s
were csused oy the competition cxisting among the various political perties,.

de asserts thet STRONG ERESSURE WAS ETERTED UTON EI'* TO DISSOLVE THE POINM
OFFICIALLY;THAT HE REFUSED TO DO IT 21D COMNSISTENTLY CONTINUED T0 REFUSE.
Concerning the telephone scrvice he geys that there were difficulties in
ell communications everywhere st thet £ ime but thet he does not believe
thit there was any ssbetege. He declasres thet FE WEVER WARNED LLAI70S ABOUT
THZ PO, He says he knows some of the sccused personslly and knows them
to be fine old milifants . OF SL77 &L (s 0 A : Silola,
BUT ON THE CONTRAEY LS EXTREMELY IFTOLERANT RFEVOIUTIONIS S.

The Prosecoutor asks him to stste 1f us Prime Mnister he consldered his
govermment enti-prcletsrion., He answers that he is not the person to un=
smer tnie end adds," Yeny sntifaecligt scctors, besides the POUM, hed said
6%
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4acel Celorza - Pormor Ministor ot the Interdor,
in Bareclons was undor the controi of the General

- forc hie hed no jurlsdlotion over 1i. He suid he comld furnish no conercte
detells, He stuted thet the MAY zvmg ERE THE RESULT OF THE STRUGGLE

gy FOR POWER OF TERE DIFFEZRENT POLITICAL PART IN CATALONIA. He says thet
the negotistions to end the I'sy cvents wers csrried on by the CNT thru
Gercle Olivor und Pedcrice Montseny who came from Vulenela to Barcclons
for thet purpose, Ho .nows nothing of sabot:ge in the Telephone Building.
He udds that he prohibited the publishisg of the PO peper luter brosuse

-

Sy -

f%f#i?' S
es thet Publie Yrder
m‘w‘mﬁm und there-

it wes not previocusly submitted to the ecnsor; thet before the Muy events '}
Shere wus 1lttle cconsorship snd thit oxpleins the sttacks on the Govern- st
- ment snd upon the partics, Ho dcolares thet he, es Minister of the Inte= !

rlor would not huve pormittod sueh press cempoigns end thet he worte sbout
1% to tho Delcgote of Publie Order of the Generelity, but that &8s he head
no jurisdiction aver this mutter b could only oxpress his opinion,

Coser Waleon - newspaper men, did not wppear,
A stutment wbout srtlelez whieh ke wroat. sgninst the PO is read whereln
parsses, meanings, sources and insimantlons sre expleined snd revesled,

! Joaguin “ate - Policeman of the Peris Embassy, doos not appour,

His testimony ls rcad. He stutes thet the POUY got hold of the atamp uaed
in Frenco's bills snd used it, The monuy thus sequired wos used to buy

| zrms e¢te., He ssys tho POUM exportcd Go Franse all kinds of valuuble objeetn
! end art works, but that the PAT cxported much more, even into Belgium and
Englend.

Memacl Irujo -Former Minister of Justiceo, dcelares thet while he was in-
ister he recelved numerous delegations from nbroad, REPRESTI'TING ALL POLI-
TICAL IDEOLOGIES, who esme Lo exert prossurc go thet the PO sffair would
huve the legal gusrentecs of the Tribuneis of the Republie und not allowed
tc be conducted on s plure of politiesl rivelrics, so that the Republie,

| with complcte Independence of 'te oxecutive tnd police powers could net

; in secordanee to the normsl legel procedure.

de said thut he put all his efforts to try to chamnel the spirit of justice
in fuvor of the uecused., He exvlsina how, éuring his tenure of offiec he
wes informed of the aromwalous sction of the POLICE in the POUY sffair such

| ag the arrests mude In Tircclone, Lhe ternoportotlon of the prlisocnrs ©o

. | Velencle, then o YoIFIT: vlioin: then 1o sl cTie ttome oal condTtione
THAT HO O ] TEY WhAr, Th.s wos Lhe oasc of Andrcs Nin VHO WAS

LOCEED UP IN A& PRIVATE HOUSE INSTEAD OT IN 4 JLIL. He seid thet upon lear-

ning of these irrepularitics »f the Txecutive Power ¥ the Government, he

celled them to The attcntion of ihe Abtorncy Ceneral of the Republic und

0of The *resiacnt of Lhc supreme Court so thot thesc mttors might be tukon

up by whe Justice Depurtment, 9e aods Lhit Ghe Judge, copcelally appolnt-

, ed o enguire into the disappesrtnoe of Fin WAS OF THE POINT OF BEING

! ARRESTED cnd thot THE POLICE USED MRTHODS OF 4 CONPLETELY 4BNORLAL AID

1 LLODERATE HCARECTER.

vl ]

The Pollee, he goca ou t2 aay, HEVE YMADZ ARRESTS VWITHOUT THE FIROWLEDGE OF
WHE MINISTER OF THYE INTERIOR. THEY YWNT BEYOND THRIR OFFICIAL DUTIES AND
TRANSPORTED THE PRISONERS FROM OWF 2L:0T TO ANOTHER? TATING THEL" TO UNENOWN
DESTINATIONS, AND MAXING IT POSOIBLY FOR FROPLE TC DISAPPEAR AS 'wWAS THE
CASE OF ANDRES NIN wnd THUS TAKING AVAY ALD POSCIBIDITIES T0 CHEoy OR TO
ENQUIRE INTO THE ELPPEFINGS.

neport of the Hardwrliling Exporta. Tue hundwritine experts who examined
tlree signutures on thres Gocuments declere that at first aipht they eppear

%0 be similar but that upon careful und detailed axaminstion they are di-
fferent., There sre various detzils of doubtful authentieity,and as & result
trey deelarc that “hey cannot assert thot trhe documents huve been gigned by t
tha same person, '

iy,




REY EVIDENCE AGAINST 7HE POUNM. Q
4% the eonelusion of 4he session the Trosecuting Attorney announces thet

t.c hzs just been henfed & colleection of documents WHICH HAD DISAFPEARED
spong waich sre scme poving thet the 29th Division hsd given the POUNM

Three millicn pesetoe. The new evidence is sprepded to the indiotment,

Jose Guerner Viveneos - Chief of tho High Commend of the Dofence Council,

says heWAS FERFRCTLY FAMILIAR WITH TEE E9thDIVISION AMD THAT IT FREVER

CAUSED AFY DISTURBANCE OF 4 MILITIRY CHARACTER; THAT HE NEVER HEARD oF

THE HOX AGRESSION PACT WiTH TER FRMY, BUT OF THE (O NTRARY KNCYS THAT THE
FERLINGS OF TEE £9th DIVISICE WERE COMPIETELY OFPOSITE TO SUCH 4 VIEW.

UE SAYS HE CAN TESTIFY TC TEE BRILLIANT ACTIONS OF SAID DIVIEION. As to

the fortificetions he thirks there wero no different from the rest; and

(hut ROVIRL, W30 Conmended tac LOth UIvisicn was not in compilicity with '
the fusciste: end finally that ¥T HAS A VERY GOOD OPINION OF THR FOY'.

sngvering the Frosecutor he saye thet he was not sppointud to the Aregon
front out that his Avbties tock hin theve frequently. He expleins thet
there wos no rigorous disgeipline in any Division beosuse of the lack of
mliitery orgenization. he says ne fous not xnow for certain thet the 29th
Division left the front during the May ovents but thet ho hoerd say that
they 7eft and came beck immediuiely und thot many other Divislons ALEO
WANTED TO LEAVE T/ FRONT BECAUSE IV VIAS SAID THEY WERF ASSASSINATING
TEEIR BROTHTRS IN BARCTLONA. He asserts, unequivocslly, that the govern=
ment did not send one single man to the front ou account of 1t belng
shundoned, but that 1t sent sll its forees to Bercelona,

He says he does not know who peyed the 29th Divisiop, since he wes only
apnoorned with the military operatlons.

FEDERICE MONTSENY
She seys she krows some of the secoused thru their Trade Union work and
thru their 1iterery production, mnd elso as proven entl-fasclist militents,
She eietes thut shz Wee sens by the government to mediste the Mfay events
snd thut when full light ecan be thrown on thls disturbence neny things
aow obasure will be understood., THAT /MITEFR THE POUM NOR THE CNT-PAIl VEHRE
I SPOFISBLE FOR THE MAY WVENTS,
She sdds thot this effeir had wll the esr narks OF BEING HATCHED IN AN
UEDERHANDED 4ND SECEDTIVE PaNNER TO OVERTHROW THE LARGO CABALLERO GOVERN=
MENT AND TSUS DO AWAY WITH TH® TROLRETARILN INPLUENCE IV THE GOVERIMENT,
WHICH HATURALLY HORT? THE WOREDRS' CAUGE,
In snswer tc the questiona of the prosecutor she seys that upon srrival
from Valencie they hold & meeting in the Cenerslity to sppease the axel-
ted spirits srd to kecwn the gitustion i hend so that events would not
foliow the course mepped out by ite porvocetors. They were convinced that
THESE FVENTE WERD A JANOTUVHE AGAINST THT® INTERESTS OF THE POPULAR MASSES.

Sy

e ——

In conclusion she beggeld the prosceutor to sllow her & few words in be-
half of the accused saying that since Spein is the credle of free end 1i-
veral men the court WOULD NOT CONDWIT THT PERSONS NOW SITTING ON THE DOCK
EECAUSE TEEY ARE LIEBERALS AND AHTIFLSCIST.

Andreu Lbello - President of the Court of Appcals of Cetelonia, snsSwers i
the prosecusor stating that ke eannot cssert thet the. POUNM provoked the !
May events; that &1l the mistekes mede by uil purties were favorsble to

the feseista, Hs exploine thot he camiot say who took psrt in the fight=
ing BUT TAIFZS TEAT TER POUM H4D THL LRWAST PART IR IT SINCE THE CNT-FAI
AEE MUCH STRONGEL A¥D MORT FEROUS, und cdds that THT POUM WHICH WAS IESS
THMPOATANT COULD HAVE DONE NOTHIFNC WITWOUT THE CNT-PAT, 53
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Documentary Evidence. Verious srticles from "Ls Butells" were read and _
also the minutes of & meeting held in Lerids after the May events where ]
it was sgrecd Yc orgenize shoek groups snd to momafacture munitions, Mi=- -
nates of other meetings of the POUM are resd in which reference is mude

to the Yay events; where the withdrawal of the CNT=-FAI forces is discussed
hecause they were not sufficiently prepered to contimue the fight. There

are remsrks concerning certain opinions expressed in "Solideridad Obrera™.

Report of the Madrid Police. A statoment is resd ssserting that & plan had
been found e ad been deciphered with the fusolst code; that ae-
mong the documents found on many foreigners of the POUM there was evidence
of esplonsge; thet there wug n messege in invisible ink sddressed to the
"Generalissimo™ with militery information sbout the strength of the POUM
foreces with promises of direot =14 tc the movement.

Addivionsl Documentary Evidence. Ststements mude by Nin are read denying
that he had eny relotions with the faselists,

A COMMUNIQUE FROM THE NATIONAL DEFTNCE MINISTRY IR READ IN WHICH IT IS
STATED THAT THE PLANS SUBMITTED AS EVEIDENCE EAVE NO MILITARY VALUE WHAT=
S0EVER,AND THAT THE STATEMENTS MADE BY ZXPERTS SHOW THEIR DOUBTFUL CHARAC-
TER AND POINT OUT MANY DISCREPANCIES AND SUSPICIONS ON TEOSE THEY HAVE
EXALINED,

-
-

From "Solidarided Obrcra®, Ootober 87, 1938.
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THE TRIAL OF SOI'E OF THE POUM LEADERS.

The Lawyer for tho Defence, Vicente Rodriguez Revills, in his
Admireble Hepor 23troya The ACCuSHatlons and Demonstrutes tho

Inconsistency of tho Churgos Tide AFoinst LRC Acoused.

In the session of the triel of some of tho leeders of the POUI* the lawyer
2or the defance, Vicente Rodrigucz Revilla, meade a most brillient report
analyzing ond tesring to shreds the charges of the prosecution.

Decause of lasck of aspace we csnnot give the full report of this session and
#®ill limit ourselves to the bricf extracts which follow.

The leowyer for the dcfence begins with o selutation to the symputhlzers,
friends, und encmiss of the scouscd, who, before oend during the triel have
shown their desire for the full exerclse of justice.

After analyzing the actiona of the workers during the first months of the
rebellion and demostrating thet a stote of revolution existed, s revolu-
tion in whieh the POUM vperticipited like the rest of the workers' organi=-
zaetions, -he goes on to oxemine the-documentsxry evidence submitted and points
out thet the source of muck of this evidence cannot be, or has not been
revesled by the prosceution. He thereforsc denles the suthenticity of all
the evidence thet is not recognized es bona fide by his clients.

UPhe trial®™ says the lewyer for the dofence,” hus been markced by the bitter
between the presiding judec und the police,from wnom he hag continu-

glly requesied thc sources for Lhe L 5 accugte-

;2008 withoul cver ontalning a satisincLory ansver,"
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He enslyzes the indictment end finds it very deficient ultho he recognizes

The poliee concludes its report by turning over the sccused to the prose-
¢ation. In this repor: the police dcduced thut the POUM hnd incurred in
the following breaches fo the lsw: Posession of photogruphs of uirfields
which éanote =splonage;Foreigners, menbers of the POUNY, upon being questi=-
oned, haé ecufessed that they Wwere members of the Geﬁtﬁng§h_n%,hﬁﬂ,aﬁ$§22t
shis ubﬂf#?ﬁfﬁﬁ:"TTTfEET*T}éﬁ > in arms and money; Use o ?a se codes
EMYTPATECRTTErSoucl documents; Rapiomage,

Examining esch of these eherges the lawyer for the defence points out:"That

the susplcious protographs subritted as evidence were, acaarﬂiﬁﬁ to the
Statement of the Defence Minlstry DEVOID OF ALL MILITA un
TAEEN YRON THE STATE PILES. These Lhotographs were used in the merostatic

courgses given Ly the govarnprnt.”

Secoadly:" That In splie of Ihe repeated reguests of the judg olice
ngver turned over to him the Porcigners of the 50 0 bc ugents o
the Gestapo; What The Judge ped ‘nelstod Eime &ad agaln on seelng these

foreigners ond ontelr ng thelr signed eonfessions and thut he wus only able
L0 get 2 1lst of prisoners whioh is in the files of the trial. There is
caly one forslgner yn this list, Simeon Kotoheff. who has &llready heen
released, In one ever thot of mocus Ing &nd no proof
#was Tound for such mn eacusatlon,

Ee mentions Vietor Serge and Trotsky who, nccording to the Prosecuting
snvtorney, sre responsible for =ll.the misdeede of the POUV., He points

out the well known revolutionary charncter of these two writers and touches
¢cn the ideslogicnl differences bhetween the uecused und Trotsky.

¢ denfes 111icit trsffiec in srmes and money but adds thut 1f it were true

¢ would only have resulted in detriment of the fuselats., He refers to the
26e8 and to the scaled plen “ound on the fuscist Golfin, He says that the
of the codes by the poliee I1s & 1ittle gugplelous und that as
t0 the plan there i1s noc doubt thet 15 wes neguired thru the police informer
wno 1s row in Paviz. HG recalis thef tho plen wes foken From UoITIT the
£ord_of Warch ond st THet tlme It hed no megsafe written on the back.
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fae judge who Investigsted this angie, us fur us he was wllowed," continues

the lawyer for the defence,” emlled Golfin to tostify., Golfin vehemently
denled having writsten = Jihing on the bask of the plan o 0 he freely
anmitted heving commitiod the s:her arimes for ¥ & wns exscuted & few
months ago." He conblrues saying that Lmstille sné the rest of the group
hrfagted 1or espionage, Llikewise denind over hevineg written anything in
rirauinn to the POUM, Th?ﬂu derlels were emply corvobortiod WHen the Judge,
aiter many diffliocul¥ies, tinelly got hendwriting experts to examine the
aocumentary evidence submitted. The experts stuted thut neither Golfin, nor
.;;y ol hisg sccomplices hed written the messtee on the beck o he plan, ey
A{Eﬂfithey uﬂgld 10t ascertain i3 had been writien by the police informer
:%_E;EQ{Gastiﬁlg_Eesggfe ng voes net rregent und s specimen of writing, seid
ﬁ%¥ﬁatﬁzi’ did no{ Justii¥y such un sssertion, Ve conclude- says the luwyer-
ﬂbbtha‘%‘?ﬁ‘i}.’!ié 15 05 ugkrown origin, und thet if 1t cannot be sttributed
(o tne publisher of tThe HoticTere Guis de adrid" who sold the plsn, it
8 aifficult tc sttribute it to any obher known erson. I wish to céll your
attenticn to THis Tact I53 i

C 9 fact, thal T¥ §he Tascists of Colfin's or unization did

not wriie 1%, nor the pollos o Toot 1L T B 1 - WE VST
: ] AL _the 2200, wWno kKept 1T 7 o long time » N :
% WRITING 745 TRODUCH ONTANEOTS CENERATION, WhIcE 1f o 11tie)

(] A - BLELY I
girsnge, is perkaps not totsliy impossible.m

tket portions 2f 14t have heen compiled with all good feith. ‘e
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wJHO'S VHO™ of tho Vitnossos,

.nin witnossos for the Prosocution,

CORDON- Liemtenant Colonsl, -Sub Secrotary of the Land ‘rmy. MNember of the Communist
Party.

LL°'N0S - Cormissar of the XI1 Army Corps. llombor of tho Soocialist Party. Ho is
tho lealing figure of thoe Stalinist fraction within the Socialist Party.
He has Aireoted the persecution of the POUIl in the military "field which
togan long before the llay ovonts.

J'RTECON - Gemoral Govermor of ‘ragon. lomber of the Left Republican Party whoso
loadar is ‘zafin. He was nnmed Governor Gonoral of Arngon after the Jdisso-
lution of the Decfence Council of ‘ragon, n revolutiomnry body prosided by
tho ‘narchist ‘scaso. He had ‘scaso ( loader of tho CNT) nrrestod on ochar-
go8 of thoft.

While Governor he poimitted and cncouraged tho ddstruction of tho ngriocul-
turnl collectivoe; the murdor and arrests of Anerchists; and arrosted al-
most all thoe Popular Committoos in "rngon.

F LCON = VWritor and journnlist. lember of the Corrmnist Party. Hns a well known
pnet of dubious exploits in his liturnry crrcer. 't tho presont moment ho
writos nt the dictates of tho Corrunist Party.

G 'RIG! - Director of Radio 'ssoeiation of Barcelona. iember of the PSUC (111 Intor-
national).

ZUG ZA601T1" = Fommer ilinister of the Interior at tho time of the nssnssinntion of
\ndros Ilin nnd during the boginning of the roprossion ngninst tho PO,
Zlombor of the Socinlist Party ( belongs to the Prieto tendency).

COELHO TE PORTUG'L = Profeseor in tho Police Sichool of lladrid during tho monarohy.
Wow hond of the Statistics Departmont of the National Defonce Ministry.

Ho has published a book of poetry dedicated to the formor Quoen Victoria,
wife of tho fomer king of Spain, '‘1fonso XIII1 !1!
' = Of tho Police servico of the 3pnnish Embassy in aris,

“ain Vitnossas for tho Defonge.

LRG0 C'B4LLERD - Formor Prims linister; londer of the Socialist Party nnd of the
DGET. Londar of tho Loft fraction of the Scaialist Party.

ROURET - Suorstery of the Protidency of tho Genorality Covermment. Ono of the lon-
dors of tho Loft Republiean Party of Catalonie,

GALMRZ - Foymar Jinister of the Intorior in tho Largo Caballaro govarnmont. Lender
of the Sceialist Party (lLoft Wing).

IFUJO = Pommor Jinistar of Justice Auring the POUM ropreseion. Lendor of tho
Bagque Nationnlist Party (n Catholic nmd ssparatist party).

JAONTSENY - Formeor iiinister of Public Hesnlth in the Largo Caballero government. Fro-
minent figure nnd leader of tho .1 ~nd the CHT,

"R'QUISTAIN - Former Spanish ‘mbassador to FPrance, Leader of the Socinlist Party
(Laft Wing).

‘NDREU ‘BELLO - President of tha Court of Appeals of Catalonia and President of the
District Court of Barcelona, Prominent figure in the Loft Ropublican Party
of Catalonia,

GU'RNER VIVANCOS - Chief of the High Command of the Couneil of Var of the Genmorality
Government of Catnlonia, (Mot to be mistnken with Gareia Vivengos, Command r

of the 28th Division).

Other parsvng citod im the course of the trial.

PRIETO - Nationnl Defaence ilinister. Leader of the Centrist tondency of the Socialist i
Party.
POZ18 - ‘General. Chief of the Fastern i‘rmmy ('ragon). Uilitary of the trnditional |
monarchical school. Hnad o leading part in the persccution of the workors ‘
after the Ogtober 1934 revolution. Together with Batot he crushed the
revolutionary Workers® Allinnce in Barcelona. At present he is acoused as |
being respunsible for the frll of the “ragon front.
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G'RC1* VIV/iNCOS - Curmander of the 28th Division (C) He wins namad provisionnl
surmander of the 20th Divisivn shortly btefore dissolving it. He 18 n well
knovn \nnrchist le~dar,

LLOPIS = Collburnted with Pricoto in the DNofonge linistry. Lender of tho Socinlist
Party (Loft Wing). .

LV FES DEL VYO - llinistor of Stato. Loader of the Soo0ilnist Pnrty. Leader of the
Stalinist fraotion within this party,

G/RCIA OLIVER - Fowmer :linistor cf Justico in the Large Cabnllero Guvernment, Prom -
nent lender of the F'I nnd CET.

Witnossos for the Prosceution whe havy testifiod nfainst the Prosecution.

ROCA - Faseist spy arrestod on October 1037. He has ~dritted tho ncousntions of boing
1 fasoist and A spy. Ho has denied hnving any connections with the POUN. In

l his testimony he declared that the pelice had obliged him, by i1l treatmont
l ! and_hunger, to tsstify ngninst the PO,
g e W
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Sarcelona, October 29, 1058.- Th: Tribumal for Espionage and High Treason pronounce
its final virdict tuday in the trial of the mombors of ths POUL,

Tho court recognized that mombers of the PO had Juined the uprising pro-
voked by robelliius cloments in 3arealona on iay 1937 with the object of imposing thelr
sueinl goncepte. The accused morivers nro puilty of mobollion under “rtiole 238, N© 4,
¢f the Ponal Code beoocwuse thoy attompted to wrest the oountry from the suthdrity of
the puvernmont.

The sentence Impoged is that of 15 years of soparation from soclety {intern-
mont) for JULIAN GOMUEZ GORKIN, JUAN ANDRADE RODRIGUEZ, ENRIQUE ADROHER(GIRONELLA),

i PEDRO BONET CUITO; 11 yoars fur JORGE ARQUER.

JOGBE ESCUDER nnd DUMiEL REBULL sre acquittod,

The Court has vrdored the disscoluticn of the "ONKERS PARTY OF LRELST UNITYY
and of the "IBERIAN COLIURIST YOUTH.

INDEPENDENT NEWS,

ROVIRA 1N THE H'NDS OF THE POLICE IN BARCELONA,

Jose Rovira, fomor Commnder of the 20th Divieion and rombor of the Exeoutive Commi -
ttoe of the POUIl appeared bafors the Earcolona police October the 30th,
Yhe stalinist pross nnd the stalinist witnosses at the trinl have hoaped elmider and
insult upon him nnd have doclared that he had fled to safety in fasciet torritory.
His appearance bofors the police is a gesture to throw the stalinist scousations into
oven groator ridicule.
The judge has stntod that he cannot pronounce any verdict untill the indietmont has
been examined anow.
We recall thot Rovirn was arrcsted on July 1937 without the Imowledge or authoriza-
tiun of the High Cormand or of the Defencs dinistry. Upcn learning of this "private"®
arrcst llinister of Defence Prieto irmediately ordersd his relonso.

1WDEPENDENT NEWUS.
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T30 EDITORIAL NOTES OF "SOLIDARIDAD OBRERA™

Potracting Cortain Statoments.
Octuber 28,~ Ur. Marti Nouret, in yesterday’s "La Humanitat" rotracts cortain stab -
mente made by him in the course of the POUM trial, oxtracts of which we printed in
ouY paper.
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Ve can only assure ir. Rauret that we do not wish to attribute to him stato-
nents which ho has not made, but since cur information comes from n relinble source
We are obliged to treat it as such.

Hewever, we invite ilr. Rouret to write out the testimony he gnve beforo the
Tribunal. He need have nu fear of incurring in a breach of ctigquette, ospecially
since 80 much has been writtem concerning this affair,- and most of it in an extremo-
ly nggrossive tone. If we were mistaken wo will be glad to reotify."

Qoctober 20,- ",.....lie are surprised at the resolution adopted by the Exocutive Com=
mittee of the UGT asiing the S.I1.A, to disauthorize a cortain campaign abromd whi ch,
according to this resclution, is carried om ’against the Spanish Republic nnd dis=
eredits our ecmse ae well a8 the Popular Froht Govermmont......."

"e:e.The §,1,4, is not under the control of any party or bammer. It comes
t0 the aid of 21l anti=-fasoists whonever it doems it nocessary and just to intorvene
in their favor."

(Editor's Note: The resclution adopted by the stalinist UGT refers o the publie moo-
ting organized by the S5.1,%, to protest against the POUM trial and heold in the "Great
Hall"of the "utualite" in Parie on October 22nd.

The meeting proved a huge success and its repercussions have been folt not only in
France but in Spain as well.)

NOTES *ND COLIERTS ON THE TRIAL

The charges .f espionage have boen drupped after having constitutod the main body of
tho indictment. 1t wne estnblishod that :

1) The military document "N"(escaled plan of Madrid); photographs of air fields, eto.
were declared to be " of no military waluc whatsocaver"by a stntement givem out by

the National Defonce ilinistry.

Handwriting exports ostablished their doubte as to the authenticity of other dvouments
submitted,

2) The fascist epy orgnnization discoversed in Barcelonn un October 1937 had ROC. ns
the principal figure. He has admitted publicly that he is an avowed fasoist and an
agent of Franco.

In the course of the POUL trinl ROC’ testified the following befom the Tribunal:

- That he was coerced by the police and obliged to declare false testimony about
the POWLI.

b- That he knew nc one from the POULL.

c- That he head rotracted the falso testimony by lotter and by oral declaration in
court.

3) Concerning the forcign membors of the POUM nlleged to be agents of the Gestnpo.
a- That not ome single persun arrested and accused of espionage has been turned over
to the judge for guestioning.

b= That not one single signed confession has been produced.

( We eall attontion to the fact that over FIFTY foreign POUM sympnthisors accused of
éspionage were arrested during the pummer of 1937. ALL WERE SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED
BY THE SPANISH AUTHORLITIES BECAUSE NO CHARGES COULD BE FORIULATED AGAINST THEM.)

In view of these facts the Court hes dropped all chargee of espion=age.

Less nnd less ramains of the mmge framework of lies, slanders and fabrications con-
cocted by the stnlinist nrese on a2 world wide scale to discredit the POUM and the
Spanish vevolutiong. » oo T L O RETeaa e
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THE SIGHIFICNCE OF THE SENTENCED SRONOUMNCED,

THE POULL LEADERS ‘R CONDEIINED TO 15 AND 11 YEARS OF FORCED LABOR IN THE SP'NISH CON-
CERTRATICN CALIPS FOR HAVING SIDED WITH THE SPANISH WORERS 1N THE REVOLUTIONARY UP=
RISING OF uAY 1037,

This sentence is typieal of verdicts given by any ocnpitalist and mt.‘l-dumﬂumtiu‘
guverment, it condemns a revulutionary uprising that sought to safoguard what the
workers hnd conguered by their own efforts in the July 1836 revolution.

We wish o redord the fact that the CFT which has one representative in tho present
governmmont accepts the formal condemnation of s rewlutivmary movement., The CNT,
untill now had proudly championed nll revclutionary uprisings. The other workers’
organizations participating in tho government carry their share of the rosponsibili=-
ty for such a verdioct.

@ wsos e - .

THE POUL AND 175 YOUTH 3ECTION THE J.C.1. *RE DISSOLVED,

Only totalitarian countries have suppressed the freedcm of organization, So-ocalled
Nepublicen and Demoeratic regimes are still hesitating bofore taking this step. But
Loyalist Spain which boasts of its demcorsatic urivilepes has initiated the era of
politieal persecutions.

The Republican government which fell in July 1936 4id not dare dissolve the fascist
"Falange Espafiola® of the J.0.N.5. altho it was offieially recogmized as a fasecist
organization,

The Spanish Republican government today dces not hesitate to Aissolve a worker's
party officially recognized as a revolutionary organization.

THE FORCED L1BORM OC'MPS IN REPUBLICAN SPAIN,

Tho great majority c¢f the Labor Campe in Spaln today are in the frunt line trenches,
Ths prisoners are sent tu the most advanced points to dig trenches and build forti-
fiontions under the enemies’ nose, Thoy have no nedienl or eanltary equipment; food
is of tho poorest quality nvailable, and in most ocanps tho prisoners are allowed to
write one postal card only each month.

The military officer whu directs the Camp iez givem authurity to shoot the prisoners
in specific ciroumstances. The most commonly used exouso ie " alding or allowing a
prisoner to escnpe". Tho prisuners nre organized into "labor squads". If one pri-
soner from a squad escapes ALL THE FEUINING PR1SONERS “RE SHOT!!

One need not be excessively intelligent to plan an “evasion" from any of the squads,

RO R R E B EEE W

SAVE OUE COURADES FROI LI03T CERTALN DELTHI

The POUM places before you the foreguing fnots,

1P YOU THINX OUR COUR'DES DO NOT DESENVE SUCH A FATE SEND . C/BLE OF PROTEST TO PRIUE
HINISTER HEGRIN AND FOLLR IT WITH & LETTER T0 MINISTER OF JUSTICE GONZALEZ PENA ASK-
1M FOR THE FEVOCATION OF THE SENTENCE “ND THE IZLIFDI/TE RELEASE OF ‘11, POUI PRISONERS.

We ask it of you in the name of Justice, and for the cause of freedom of speech and
liberty of organization in Spain, in your country, and in every country of the world,

THE FORELGYN DELEGATION OF THE POUN,
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I1NTERNAT1ONAL WORZERS' FRORT AGAINST WAR CONPERENCE,

Special Resolution on the POUM Trial.

't the conferonce held in Brussels of the lntarpational Worizers' Front Against Var
the following resolution was unanimously adopted.

rrrrrrrrrrrrrr

‘t the Conference held at Brissels the 30th of October 1038 the undermentioned
partics and organizations examinod all ths eircumstances in which thoe POUM trial at
Barcelona had been held, They also cxamined the character and the object of this
tiral and after having rondered homage to the firm and courageous attitude of the
agcused comrades at the tribunal, declared the folioving:-

1) In pringiple ths trial wns strictly political and in comsequence of this the con=
demnation can only be considered from a politieal point of view.

2) Tho trial was carried out in order to g£ive satiafaction to Staliniam in Spain (the
Spnnish Communist Party, the P.5.U.C. of Catalonia, the Youth Section) as well as to
the bourgeois parties which desired to deatroy the P.O.U.M. as the vanguard of the
preletarinn revolution in Spain.

3) This trial is today the culminating point of the revelutionary defeat commonced
during the lay days 1937.

4) All the pnrties which collabor~te in the Government must be held responsible for
the political md other consequences of the trial,

The Confersnce registeored with satisfaction the abardomment of the accusation of
osplonage and noted the fact that the acocused comrades were only condemned on account
of their participation Iin the kay Nays snd this, ln spite of theo uncensing attacks
of the Stalinists and the so=-galled proofa of the prosecuting counsal,

Neverthelees this sentence clearly shows the politieal charncter of the trial
as only the militants of the P.O.U.l. were charged because of tholr attitude in ta-
king their stand on the side of the workers o Barcelona during the May Days.

The Conferonce dencuncesg the fact that such a trial which has rosulted in con-
domnations of imprisommont to the leaders of the P,0,U.M, and the dissolution of the
P.0.UM. and the P,0,U.4. Youth Section (J.C.1,), could have been carried out by a
Government of which the majority is composed of ropresontatives of working clnss
parties, Particularly the Conferance expressee ita surprise at the attitude of the
C.N,T. which, being represcnted in tho Govermront, tolorrtes the nocusations and
condemnations of working class militsmte becsuse of thoilr ravolutionary volicy and
thus allowe a vorking class party to be placed 1n an illegnl pooition bocause of its
unswerving loyalty to the defance of the prolotnrint,

1t ie for this reason that the Coforence decided to communionte with the lender-
ship of the Sp=nish working class organisations and in the first place tho C.H.T.,
secing thnt it was sidc by side with tho militants of the C.N.P, thnt tho comrades
of ths P,0.U.l. strugegled during the liny Days, in ealling upon them to express pu-
bliely their protestintion agninst this iniquitous judgment and also to aect in conse=
quenee vis-a-vig the Govermment under whose suspices the trial was held,

Finally the partiesz united in tho Conferonce proclnim that the trial agninst the
londers of the P,0.U.ll. could only be tarmminnted by a verdict of acquitmont, purely
and simply. Thoy will usc all their offorte in the struggle to quash the trial, to
educate and agitnte tho public opinion ~gainst cthor trials in proparation of the
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m:}litanfsa ef‘thf P.0.U.M. nnd the J.C.I. and to earry on an unceasing fight for the
likeraticn of all revolutionary workers imprisoned in Republioan Spnin bocause of

their rovelutionery activity and to domand the oancellation of the lo supprossion
of tho P.0.UN. amad the J.C.I. e

; 1t is thus only that we can assist in the cowplote viotory against Franco and a-
gainst hie allies In Paccism and in “domocratic" Ompitalism at the oxterior.

Bignad by ths
P.8.0.P., Frenoa.
I-EJ.F.‘ E‘.‘lglaufl;
I.5.P., Italy.
Der Fonka, iAungt>in,
C.F.0., Germany.
Archio-linrxist Party, Groaada.
PJU.P., Francs,
Intorantiorel Buronsu of Revolutionary Socialist Youth
The "Stmgglo", lndo=China,
The Bund, Hollnnd,
R.5.1.P., Holland.
Revoluticuary Group, Bolgium.
Palestine Workars' Party.
Enshomoer Hatzair, Palostino.
Czochoalovekinn Delegation.
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TEREE ILPORTANT P MPHLETS ON THE PRESENT SP\NISH SITUATION,

1) "AUTOUR DU PROCES XU P.0.U.A."

Table of conteonts:
a) Short biographlee of the ascused mombors of thoe P.0.U.H. with photographs.
b} Short bicgraphy =nd nhotograph of ‘ndres Nin.
¢) Tho Summary of the Indictment.
d) The "ovidence" preecnted by the proscsuiion.
e) Prose quointione frum the Spanish Staliaist press.
f) List of queetione put tc Gorvkizn and the othor prisonors by the Polico of the
Spanish Ropublic, July 23, 1947,

Thie same pazpklet is being published by tho Indepondant Labour Party of Great Britain,
Send your oc»Cors to them at 35 St. Eride Stroot, London E.C.4. -

2) “THE P.0.U.l. TRIAL 1IN BARCELUNA".

The present "Spocial Issue™ of lndependont Nows.

3) "LE SPALINISE EN FESPL0iE"

The tdstimony of foreign revolutionary militants arrested in Spain by the GPU amd
subsequontiy relussad thra ths efforts and pressurc of the intornational working
class,
The Invrodvction is by Alfrod Rosmer,

f”’"a”l[:’? rf’_.‘: /::f.-'t Je I,a":-_fc’fu;"tl;{
PRICE OF EACH P 2PHLED........ { in tho Unitcd Stotos and Canndna) .10 conta.
Sord ail money t0 Imcion Woitz, 12 Impassc Compoint, Paris (17) France.
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Imprimerie Spécinle du Burean d'Informations Franco-Britanniques
12 Impasse Compoint, Paris (17),




